value in certain cases, there is a difference of opinion as to the immediate effect produced upon the size of the heart. Both after the baths and the exercises there may be considerable reduction of cardiac dulness.
By the most zealous advocates of the system this is thought to indicate a contraction of the diseased and dilated heart down towards the normal. Those, how- ever, who look on the new method of treatment with a somewhat critical eye consider that distension of the lungs and overlapping of the heart by their resonance to be a more probable explanation. Dr The inflation of the lungs during respiration will take the path of least resistance and dilation will occur above, while below expansion will be small. Since writing these remarks, Dr. Poore has treated two cases of heart disease with saline baths.7 Both were cases of aortic valvular disease with enlargement of the heart. He found that after the patients had been in the bath there was considerable reduction of cardiac dulness, but that the apex-beat remained in the same position in one case and moved inwards only about a quarter of an inch in the other. The fixed position of the apex-beat seems to justify the conclusion that diminution of cardiac dulness is due to the advancement of, 
